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A veteran Tarot reader of more than thirty years, Katrina Rasbold shares her very practical and
magical approach to this insightful and valuable oracle. Her easy approach is one that anyone
can use, whether they possess natural intuition and psychic abilities or not. Tarot For Real
People includes one of the most extensive and effective tutorials on the market for developing
your own interpretations of each card to blend seamlessly with the classic interpretations, as
well as Katrina's own observations about the illustrations. The Tarot is an extremely effective
life path tool used by thousands to cut through the drama and confusion of emotions to find the
underlying truths of any situation. Ms. Rasbold teaches you how to speak the language of this
beautiful oracle in such a way that meaningful wisdom and guidance will be at your fingertips in
no time.

Wenger asks: What are Americans really talking about when they talk about religious freedom?
In part, they are invoking one of the United States's 'signal contributions to the larger causes of
liberty and democracy around the world.' Equally relevant is the inverse of that question: What
are Americans not talking about when we talk about religious freedom? That is, what concerns
and issues are typically masked by religious freedom discourse? Race and empire—terms that
do not harmonize quite as well with the American Dream—are often just below the surface of
national conversations about religious freedom, Wenger finds." --Los Angeles Review of
BooksA convincing and illuminating book about a little-studied facet of American religious
history.--Publishers WeeklyA breakthrough study that . . . disturbs comfortable myths . . .
[Wenger's] insights are highly relevant to an age in which religious freedom is once again
claimed to support exemptions from anti-discrimination laws, as in the Masterpiece Cakeshop
case currently pending in the Supreme Court.--Sarah Barrringer Gordon, Jotwell: The Journal
of Things We Like (Lots)Tisa Wenger's Religious Freedom is so compelling that I wish there
was more of it.--Reading ReligionRemarkably successful . . . explores an understudied chapter
in the definition and deployment of religious freedom ideology and expands its study to a broad
and engaging collection of individuals and communities.--Journal of the History of IdeasIts
sustained commitment to seeing race, religion, and empire as essential—and essentially
intertwined—categories in American history marks it as among the most interesting and most
urgent works in American religion today.--Journal of the American Academy of ReligionBy
mapping the racial and ethnic politics underpinning principles of religious freedom in public
debates, public policy, and legal opinions, Wenger offers a compelling and noteworthy study of
the philosophical and practical 'uses and abuses' of religious freedom.--Journal of Church and
State"Rigorously constructed and argued. It should change the way historians think about how
the ideal of religious freedom has evolved in the United States and functioned in relation to the
inescapable American hierarchies of race and empire.--Journal of American HistoryWenger
has produced an excellent, provocative book with a compelling argument. It serves as a
valuable and insightful analysis of how the U.S. government, the United States' imperial
subjects, and different groups of Americans have all claimed religious freedom in order to
justify and defend their actions.--Pacific Historical ReviewWenger's close attention to
intersecting forms of collective identification is a welcome corrective to popular views of
religious freedom as a distinctive right exercised by individuals who seek to opt out of social
obligations.--Journal of Social History--This text refers to the hardcover edition.ReviewIn this



ambitious and impressive book, Tisa Wenger makes the compelling argument that American
religious freedom is inseparable from the logics of race and empire. Broadly imagined and
painstakingly researched, Religious Freedom will be of value to general readers and scholars
alike.--Tracy Fessenden, author of Culture and Redemption--This text refers to the hardcover
edition.About the AuthorTisa Wenger, associate professor of American religious history at Yale
University, is the author of We Have a Religion: The 1920s Pueblo Indian Dance Controversy
and American Religious Freedom. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.Read more
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BOOKS BY THE AUTHOR CHAPTER 1 – AN INTRODUCTION TO THE TAROTFor centuries,
very little has equaled the sense of magic and mystery evoked by the Tarot. A divinatory
process once used exclusively by royalty, this unique and fascinating oracle has piqued
curiosity and even fear in the minds of people over the ages. So great is the interest in this
amazing tool that the number of different Tarot card decks currently on the market cannot even
be accurately estimated. In 2001, a man named Guido Gillabel started a Tarot museum in
Belgium called “Tarot Haven” where he housed over one thousand different decks on display.
Many consider this the proverbial tip of the iceberg because it does not take into account the
lovely personal decks created by readers using their own creativity.The beauty of living in the
time we do is that this evocative and insightful tool is readily available to anyone who chooses
to study it. Information is at our fingertips thanks to the World Wide Web and we enjoy an
unprecedented time of immediate gratification for education on very nearly any subject,
including the Tarot.As with any path of study, there will be those called to pursue knowledge of
the Tarot and those who are not. For those who choose to explore this subject for its full worth,
the timing could not be better. Far from being simply a fortune-telling tool, the Tarot is a
sensitive and valuable resource for learning more about yourself, bringing the goals that are
dear to you into full manifestation in the physical world. Unfortunately, many people never stop
to consider what their goals actually are, much less how to reach them. The Tarot assists you
in doing both.Whether you are a novice or an adept at reading the Tarot, there is always more
to learn about this vibrant life path tool. A deck of Tarot cards is like a book of mysteries waiting
to unfold. The most fascinating part is that the mysteries it addresses are all about YOU.One of
the qualities we often lack in our quest for bettering our life situations is clarity. We all have



filters and beliefs that cloud our judgment and keep us from seeing our life paths clearly. We
naturally attach particular expectations and desires onto the outcome of circumstance. These
attachments to particular outcomes color the way we view the present. Since we establish our
own desired outcome to most situations, we tailor our behavior toward that particular result
regardless of whether or not it is actually in our best interest or is even likely to happen.
Properly used, the Tarot gives us the gift of objectivity. It cuts through the emotional flotsam
and jetsam created by ego, surface thoughts, and wants and lets us see our circumstances
clearly. Standing on a foundation of clarity, we are then free to outline and pursue goals that
are in the best interest of our greatest good.I have read the Tarot for over thirty years and it has
served me well, offering limitless wisdom, guidance, and foreknowledge. Each time I throw the
cards, it is like having a conversation with a wise mentor. As with most friendships, I have not
always appreciated or accepted the advice it had to offer at the time, but its wisdom always
prevailed. Overall, it has repeatedly shown that it knows more than I do about my life
circumstances, revealing angles I had not previously considered and aspects I overlooked.
Always, the Tarot is patient with me as I attempt to work my own will on my life path, often
showing me that a course of action I think I want is not going to be the best choice in the long
run or that my mundane view of a situation is not altogether accurate. The Tarot has been a
wonderful source of clarification at times when my conscious mind was unable to see clearly
due to my own filters and emotional interests.You do not have to be a gifted seer in order to
receive or understand wisdom and guidance from the Tarot, although certainly one’s psychic
ability and reactions tend to grow as we open our minds to the possibilities contained within the
oracle. There is no greater mystery to learning to read the Tarot than there is in learning any
foreign language. It is simply a matter of learning to interpret symbols and impressions, as
opposed to letters and words. Just as practice and usage enables a person to become fluent in
languages, so does each reading you do increase your fluency in Tarot card
reading.CHAPTER 2 – HOW DOES THE TAROT WORK?Note: Before continuing with this
chapter, please refer to the glossary in Appendix 1 to become familiar with the terms used in
this book.There are as many theories about how the Tarot works as there are Tarot readers,
but the basic premise is that the symbols depicted on the cards awaken common responses in
the majority of people due to the ascribed theory of “collective knowledge” or information that is
integral to the human psyche on a global level.In Tarot, we are dealing with two specific levels
of consciousness. Let’s call them the conscious mind, or “Conscious Self” and the
subconscious mind, or “Higher Self.” Higher Self is able to tap into knowledge and insight that
is not usually available to Conscious Self. Higher Self is a calm, relaxed part of your being that
is able to research, learn, and absorb information that Conscious Self is too busy and
distracted to handle. Conscious Self is more in tune with “doing” while Higher Self is more
involved with “knowing.” Conscious Self reacts to situations; Higher Self integrates them and
accepts them as part of the intricate weave of the fabric of your life. Higher Self is able to
process information on a more esoteric level than is Conscious Self. Conscious Self is often
confused by the emotion and external stimuli that accompanies our day-to-day life.Higher Self
is not hindered or influenced by “I can’t...,” “But...,” and “I want...” With the external and internal
clutter cleared away, Higher Self is able to view a situation in a very simple, realistic, and
panoramic manner, as well as interpret the impact it will present to you and others. Higher Self
dispassionately evaluates the true nature of an event or set of circumstances while also taking
into consideration the event’s place and purpose on your own life path. The trick is accessing
your own Higher Self to get to that wisdom without the doubts, fears, and psycho-chatter of
Conscious Self getting in the way. For the average person, it is as though this higher wisdom



hides behind a huge wall of brambles and briars and we have to cut through the obstacles with
a machete to get to the insight we already possess.For this average person, Conscious Self is
only aware of the information Higher Self holds on an occasional basis, such as when flashes
of insight or “hunches” guide us unexpectedly. Some people wish to broaden the
communication lines between Higher Self and Conscious self in order to tap into that wisdom
more often and more easily. The Tarot is one of the best tools available to bridge the gap
between Conscious Self and Higher Self. It does so by using symbols that the Higher Self
understands and the reader can interpret. This allows the information that Higher Self
possesses to come forward into Conscious Self and gives the person a greater opportunity to
effectively take action or remain passive as the situation demands. This is why many clients
who receive a Tarot reading are not surprised by the information they receive, merely by the
fact that the reader is aware of it. Most often, it holds a ring of familiarity about it because it is a
message they have already been sending to themselves. Conscious Self, however, may be
scrambling and rerouting the message through the filters of the person’s own insecurities and
assumptions.There are many ways to strengthen the connection between Conscious Self and
Higher Self and these are explored at length in my book . For the purpose of Tarot reading, the
basic idea is that we use symbols, colors, numbers, and other triggers that speak to the Higher
Self through the card images to convey information to the reader and determine what the
querent’s Higher Self believes is the best course of action. The reader acts as an interpreter
between the querent and his or her own Higher Self, even if the reader is reading the Tarot to
learn more about their own life.When we establish a strong connection to Higher Self, it is as
though we have a mainline to God. We become kinder people. We struggle less and trust the
process more. This does take time to forge, but you will begin to see results within the first few
weeks of taking on the Tarot as a true and dedicated study.For all it is able to do, when most
people think of Tarot cards, it is the fortune telling aspect they consider first. Many readers do
use the Tarot in this fashion, which is akin to using a computer as a typewriter and nothing
else.I spent two years working as a telephone psychic, using the Tarot primarily for fortune
telling purposes. When I began this job, I had never done this before. At that time, I had been a
reader for more than twenty-five years and the interests of my in-person clients leaned
primarily toward learning how to improve their lives. I became accustomed to clients who were
of this particular mindset and the objectives of the people who phoned me through the call
center surprised me.I thought reading by telephone would be an interesting profession and that
I would enjoy connecting with so many different people and different kinds of people.
Interestingly, despite diverse ethnicity, gender, and geographical location, most of my phone
clients were all very similar in what they wanted from me. They wanted absolutes, which is
simply not possible with the Tarot. Subtle changes and choices affect the outcomes of readings
as soon as the reading has ended; just the act of obtaining a reading and gaining the wisdom it
delivers can change your outcome. The Tarot can tell us what is most likely to happen if things
continue as they are at that moment and we have the power to support that outcome or alter it.
A Tarot reading is primarily about the querent and actions they can take to affect the outcome
the reading predicts.The clients who would phone me for readings wanted to focus not on
themselves, but on the people around them. They wanted to use the Tarot to intrude on the
privacy of others and to essentially spy into the thoughts and motives of the people in their
lives. “What is my boyfriend thinking?” What is he going to do?” “Will he leave his wife?” “Does
she know about us?” Rarely did they show any interest in improving their own life paths or
desire to consider any accountability of their own in how their lives were unfolding. It was
always about others. Many of them were active stalkers and I mean that in the legal sense of



the word. They were intelligent, educated, “normal” people who would follow others around in
real life, spy on them, trail them, and whisper into the phone to me about it, asking me to
provide an inside perspective to their stalking, effectively making me their co-stalker.I tried to
shift this situation so that it felt more positive and worked to create an ethical structure in which
I felt safe, but it was not to be. I finally left the job knowing that it was not right for me. To my
mind, there was no getting around the fact that to continue, I would have to reduce something
sacred and intimate to little more than a fortune cookie or a Magic 8 Ball. Instead, I went back
to offering only face-to-face readings where I knew I could keep the integrity of the practice
alive.While the Tarot can predict the future in some instances, it is most helpful as a tool for
path working and clarification of a situation. When you lay out the Tarot cards for reading,
imagine that you are freezing a moment in time. If the querent does not actively work to change
what the reading reveals, it may be assumed that the situation will likely progress as is
suggested in the reading and that the predicted outcome will take place.At the time of the
reading, some future events will be closer to full manifestation and less subject to change.
Others are less formed and nebulous and are therefore more mutable and open to change.
Nothing, however, is definitive in a reading and one should never consider the information
gleaned as absolute. Even the act of having the reading and learning what is to be can cause
the querent to make changes that affect the outcome predicted in the reading.As a life path
tool, the Tarot gives you a true evaluation of the situation at that moment and a likely
progression of events. This foreknowledge allows you to make decisions that may ease or avert
difficult situations while embracing advantageous opportunities that one might otherwise miss.
It can show you where the client is heading and allow him or her to make adjustments as
needed.CHAPTER 3 – TAROT MYTHS AND GUIDELINESAs with anything that seems
inexplicable, the Tarot is associated with mystery and intrigue. Unfortunately, the dark cousins
of mystery and intrigue are often misinformation and ignorance, both of which are prevalent in
Tarot mythology. If you are a novice in your association with the Tarot, you may find yourself
overwhelmed with conflicting information regarding the use, storage, and interpretation of your
cards. It is important that you remember that they are your cards and you will develop your own
routines and traditions for their use. With the exception of a few ethical issues discussed later
in this chapter, there is very little you could possibly do that is wrong regarding your cards or
your readings. In order to help you feel more prepared to deal with some of the questions and
circumstances that might present over the course of your Tarot education, I have responded to
some of the most common erroneous trends of thought.The Tarot is an instrument of the devil.
There is nothing inherently evil in accessing your Higher Self to obtain a better understanding
of your role in the world around you. Only people who want to control others would ever
dissuade a person from accessing their wiser, most sacred self. You, however, will no doubt
encounter well-intending, ill-informed people who will aggressively tell you otherwise. This idea
that the cards are evil is an unfortunate echo of previous times when the socio-political and
religious paradigms sought to keep their subjects under control through ignorance and fear.
Others would argue that the Tarot is a tool used to conjure up demons and perform “black”
magic. I maintain that if a person has such a low and twisted self-esteem that they need to
control or harm others through magic, they can do so with any prop. The Tarot is no more
predisposed to facilitating negative or hurtful magic than is a tissue or a potato peeling. It is
merely a tool for learning more about oneself, clarifying situations, and charting life path
progress. It is not controlled by demons, spirits, or anything stronger than your own innermost
self. Since the ancient nomadic tribes organized into city states when the world began to dry
up after the last ice age, there have been ruling factions that sought to control the public by



limiting their self-awareness and independent thought. The Tarot encourages these practices in
people and to curb such insight from developing, the movement to label the Tarot as “evil” took
hold.You must keep your cards in a pine box/silk cloth/crystal box. There are so many myths
and traditions for the correct storage of Tarot cards that a person often feels doomed to failure
simply for not having the proper place to put them! Some believe that storing your cards in
specific natural materials will protect the cards from outside vibrations that could infiltrate them,
sort of like a computer virus. The cards do generate and hold energy based on what is around
them. Natural materials such as pine and silk may help shield the cards from external energies.
Regardless of how you store your cards, each time you use them, they should be “cleaned out”
and made ready for the client. The reader does this by shuffling the cards at the beginning of a
session. This practice will prepare the cards for any reading, regardless of where or how they
were stored or who last shuffled them.Before a reading, even if you are reading only for
yourself, shuffle the cards well and visualize any influencing energy leaving them. Go through
each card one at a time and make certain they are all right side up. As you do so, imagine that
you are giving each card a brief, personal blessing. This will take two or three minutes at the
most. I make two piles: one of upright cards and one of reversals. When I have checked the
entire deck, I flip the reversed pile so it is upright and then combine two piles. I give them a
final shuffle to integrate them well and then they are usually ready for the client’s shuffle. When
I hand the cards to the client, all of the cards should face the same direction.After you have
shuffled them for a while, if the cards still do not feel “right,” separate them out into their
respective suits and the Major Arcana, resulting in five piles. Hold your hands over them and
visualize all the residual energy rising off the cards and onto your hands. When all the energy
has left the cards and collected onto your hands, wash your hands under running water and
imagine all the extra energy leaving them and flowing down the drain. Your cards are now clean
and ready to shuffle again. Since you have organized your cards into specific groups, make
sure you shuffle them well and then hand them to your client to shuffle. The querent will then
instill his or her own energy into the process.A deck of cards will tell you how it wants to be
stored when it is not in use. Some are clingy and want to live under your pillow or in a drawer
close to where you sleep. Others are claustrophobic and like to be in the open on your
personal altar, bookshelf, etc. Some like to wrap up in silk and some want a rubber band or
their own little box that they came in. Still others like to be in a bag of a particular color and/or
material. See what comes to you for the handling and storage of the specific deck you use and
do not worry about what tradition dictates. Whatever feels right to you is right for your
cards.You should always keep your cards in a safe place away from prying eyes or little hands.
Often, decks will get fussy if they are right on the front line and constantly subjected to
careless elbows, wayward pets, or tiny fingers that scatter them to the floor. Such disrespect
can cause even the most stalwart deck to become moody and unresponsive. Your cards should
be treated and stored with great respect and kept away from potential liquid contamination or
sticky substances. Tarot cards are not easy to clean and if they become wet or damp, they
rarely hold their form well upon drying.No one except you should touch your cards. I often show
my cards to other people and let them handle them even if they are not participating in a
reading. However, other people should not handle your cards without your permission because
they are a very personal possession and are a spiritual tool linked to your Higher Self.As was
mentioned in the previous section, each time you do a reading, you will clean your cards as the
reading begins. This practice will also remove the influences of others who have touched them
before you or the client.My biggest concern in having other people handle my cards is the
possibility of dropping or misplacing some of the cards. Part of my cleansing process after a



reading involves putting all of the cards into an upright position in preparation for the next
reading, but I also do a preliminary cleanse before I put the cards away and count the cards to
make certain they are all there.You will find your own comfort zone regarding the handling of
your cards by other people. Go with it. The main point I would like to make is that people tend
to approach magical and intimate topics such as the Tarot from a place of fear and control as
though horrible things are going to happen with the slightest misstep. That has simply not
proven to be the case in the three decades that I have used this amazing tool. It is quite
forgiving.Never purchase a used deck or read from someone else’s deck. As mentioned above,
you should not touch or use someone else’s cards without their permission. Reading from
another person’s deck with the owner’s permission is not a problem unless it is something
about it that makes you uncomfortable. You should not use a tool to which another person is
spiritually connected unless you are comfortable with that person. This applies to Tarot decks
as well.Because the Tarot cards process and react to the energy of the person shuffling them,
there is a common fear that the cards will hold onto bad energy in some way if nefarious
people handle the cards. The fear in purchasing a used deck is that bad juju will cling to the
deck and pass on to the new owner. Anyone who can conduct a reading is also fully capable of
cleansing a deck, which a reader should do before and after every reading in any case. The
cleansing process will purify any deck for use, so the only fear you should have about the
purchase of a used deck is whether the deck is intact with all seventy-eight cards present.
Beyond that, just do the cleansing exercises as described earlier in this book and the deck will
be fine for use.You should not read cards for yourself. This tradition seems to come from the
difficulty a reader often experiences in trying to be objective and unbiased in a personal
reading. As I have mentioned above, I do read for myself occasionally. I prefer to have another
person read my cards, but that is not usually possible. It is perfectly natural that a person
practices reading the Tarot with their own readings before reading for someone else. I
recommend that you keep an open mind, write down the readings you do for yourself, and
including the date on which you did the reading to refer back to later to track your accuracy.
Keep a book of interpretations handy because you will be more likely to finagle your own
interpretations to suit your personal motives for the direction and outcome of the reading. A
book allows you to provide more objective interpretations of the reading than you would likely
give for yourself.You should always use a reading cloth. I considered the surfaces on which I
would read the Tarot until an experience I had reading cards with a friend of mine in the
second year of my practice. We were trading readings and violent themes emerged in both of
our spreads. By that time, we were both experienced readers and knew that the repeated
references we saw to cutting, pain, separation, and violence in the reading did not pertain to
either of our lives. We repeated our readings with the same results. The consistency of the
readings became disturbing until we realized that my friend had grabbed her wooden kitchen
cutting board to use as a flat surface on which to read. We were sitting on her sofa and this
was a convenient flat surface to put between our knees to serve as a table. Once we moved
our readings to her dining room table, the Tarot gave us messages more in keeping with the
focus of our lives at that time. The readings then made perfect sense and were much
friendlier.Another time, I was reading for a woman whose husband had been out of town for
several weeks. Her reading revealed a very erotic and passionate theme and I knew her
marriage to be very healthy and committed. I could not imagine why she would have such
erotic cards present when her husband had been away for so long. After some tactful
questioning, she confessed with a blush that the last night he had been home, the table at
which we were reading the Tarot had been the site of quite an amorous adventure. She had not



used the table for eating or other purposes since then. This time, I spread out a reading cloth
that I had in my briefcase and as before, a more balance reading resulted.If you are unfamiliar
with the history of the surface on which you are reading, use a reading cloth to interrupt the
flow of energy between the Tarot cards and the reading surface. Ideally, the reader should
consecrate the cloth for that particular purpose. It should be of a color, texture, and size that
you enjoy and that makes you feel magical. If you always read on the same table or surface
and feel comfortable with the energies there, you will not likely need a reading cloth. This is a
matter of personal preference and discretion. If you find that your readings are disjointed or
confusing, consider that the surface on which you are reading could be influencing the cards or
that your reading cloth has absorbed different energies than usual.You should always/never
charge for a card reading. To accept payment for readings, whether through cash or barter, is
another matter left to personal preference, not to mention competency. You would not consider
accepting payment until you are an adept reader any more than you would expect to receive
payment for any other job until you are fully qualified.There are several schools of thought
regarding the acceptance of payments for readings. On one hand, you are providing a valuable
service for which a client is willing to pay; otherwise, payment would not be an issue. If you
consider metaphysical ethics, there is a common belief that payment rendered relieves the
karmic debt incurred for receiving the service. Giving without some form of compensation in
return can create imbalance in relationships.On the other hand, I feel that some of the rates
charged for readings are outrageous. While the guidance received from a Tarot reading is of
great value, the price should fit the market. Most people pay for a reading as a personal
“splurge.” For me, a splurge is along the lines of a nice haircut/style, dinner and a movie, or a
couple of good books. Most people do not splurge on a fifty-minute session with a psychologist
or a plumber fixing their sink. Stay reasonable with your price expectations and your client will
be more reasonable as to what they expect from you and the Tarot. That is not to say that you
should devalue what you do. Explore the market in your area and consider what the market will
bear in terms of cost, then make a reasonable assessment of your skills in comparison to the
talents of others who are charging for this service. You will also want to consider whether you
will have “friend” or “family” prices versus what you would charge for a stranger.Barter is a
wonderful way of being “paid” for performing a reading. I have had people give me pieces of
jewelry they no longer wanted, clean my house, give me handmade gifts, or even provide me
with a Tarot reading in return for my services. Often these things were more valuable to me
than money would have been and we both felt good about our investments. That is not to say
that you should accept all barter offers, but I do recommend being open to the option.The other
side of this subject is the expectation people often have that you will read for them at any time.
A person who can read the Tarot with a marketable degree of skill and talent has invested a
great deal of time and energy into practice and education to reach that level of expertise. It is
surprising how many people expect that you will give that talent away at no cost any time they
want. I have seen the same sense of entitlement expressed toward people who have a talent
for cutting or styling hair, health care providers, and other professionals.Just because you can
read the Tarot does not mean you are obligated to do so for everyone who asks or even every
time they ask. People sometimes believe that if you have a gift you are under some sort of
contract to share it. This is not true.If you enjoy doing the readings and want to do so, then by
all means, you should. If, however, you feel even the slightest inward groan when someone
excitedly asks, that sliver of resentment will contaminate your reading. You are under no
obligation to read for anyone at any particular time and you must protect those boundaries in
order to be an efficient and “clean” reader. Once you begin to compromise your own integrity or



personal limits, you have contaminated and compromised your reading performance, even on
a marginal level.It can be very frustrating when you are at a social gathering, work, or other
assembly of folks and someone mentions that you “do cards” and suddenly everyone in the
room is shrieking, “Do me! Do me!” It is fun to read the Tarot for other people, but avoid
allowing others to take advantage of you. If you are not in the mood or you do not feel the time
or place is appropriate, suggest that they contact you to set up an appointment and be firm
about it. You can even hand them a business card or direct them to your website for your
service rates.Often, when people learn that you expect payment or compensation for the
service, their interest dwindles. You will probably have friends, family, or other associates for
whom you do not charge, but this should be your choice, not theirs. You are the one providing
the service and you have the right to refuse that service to anyone. If it does not feel right, do
not do it. You also do not have to read cards for someone simply because they are a close
friend or relative. Sometimes, we just do not feel the vibe or we have depleted energy due to
fatigue, illness, or stress. Even normal everyday life can distract you so that you feel
disconnected and not focused on reading the cards. Honor your instincts and respect the
boundaries your Higher Self establishes. Sometimes, it is simply not the time or the place for a
reading to occur and your Higher Self will let you know when you should be doing something
different. Just listen.If you feel uncomfortable reading for any particular person, it is your
prerogative to kindly but firmly refuse. I have rejected several paying clients simply because we
were creating an unhealthy cycle with them asking the same questions repeatedly, each time
hoping for a different answer. Sometimes, clients are unwilling to follow the advice of the Tarot
and continue to demand a different outcome while repeating the same actions. If you do not
feel the readings serve a positive purpose in the life of the client and, in fact, may be
detrimental to their well-being by creating a dependency or a negative cycle, I strongly urge
you to refuse to do the reading with firm kindness.Never read for skeptics. Reading the tarot for
skeptics is less of a matter of ethics and more of a determination of how you wish to invest
your time, energy, and talent. Keep in mind what happens during a Tarot reading: we bridge the
gap between Conscious Self and Higher Self. If you read for a skeptic simply to convince them
that it works, it may backfire because in this type of interaction, the Conscious Self engages a
different objective than it does when we work to connect with the Higher Self. The skeptic will
likely try as hard to prove that what you are doing is invalid as you will to prove its validity. This
can result in the skeptical client purposely or inadvertently blocking the messages that should
be flowing between Conscious Self and Higher Self. If a client becomes argumentative with you
during a reading, or worse, derisive, I recommend that you say, “I can tell this has very little
value for you, so I think I’ll save time for both of us,” then pick up the cards and excuse yourself.
You are under no obligation to prove anything to anyone. There is no need to be curt or nasty
about it, but firmness is often necessary, especially once the client recognizes that you are
serious and have no interest in game playing.BASIC ETHICAL GUIDELINESWhile much about
Tarot practices come down to personal preference, most conscientious readers have a set of
standards they embrace. These embody common sense, karmic protection, and standard
courtesy. At best, they can help the reader avoid unnecessarily uncomfortable
circumstances.Never predict death when reading the Tarot. A reader should never predict
death for their client or for the people around them. Various combinations of cards could lead
the reader to believe a death may occur (e.g., the Nine of Pentacles: a woman alone; the Ten of
Swords: a possible accident; the Three of Swords: pain and separation; The Tower: destruction
of what the client thought was permanent, etc.). It is important to remember that death is not
the only event that could produce those results. We must not jump to catastrophic conclusions



with partial information.The cards may not address a physical death, but perhaps the death of
a relationship, a way of life, or a way of thinking. The golden rule of the Tarot is that all things
you see are mutable and open to interpretation. Many times, a reading does not even make
sense until you look at it in retrospect. The power of suggestion is very strong and to suggest
that death may or will occur could be disastrous. If you get a strong psychic impression from
the cards that your client or someone around them may be at physical risk, there is always a
positive way to relay information, such as suggesting that they take extra care with health
issues, practice good safety measures, etc. A reader should always phrase their advice in a
pro-active, positive fashion, even if that advice is something like, “It looks like you have some
challenging times coming up, so make sure you get plenty of rest and make time for yourself to
decompress and organize your thoughts.”Never do a reading for someone without his or her
permission. We call this snooping or spying. It is unacceptable for a client to ask you to find out
if their husband is having an affair, if their friend will get the job they want, or even if their
mother will recover from her illness except in the context of how it affects the client directly. The
reader should approach any questions involving the behavior or thoughts about a person other
than the client only from the direction of how it directly affects the client. Remember that this is
the client's reading, not someone else’s. Accessing personal information about someone
without his or her express permission is ethically inappropriate. I do realize I said the same
thing about twelve different ways in that particular paragraph, but I did so because it is
imperative that this premise be impressed upon the novice reader in order to guide their future
Tarot activities.Never do readings for children (under 18) without their parent’s permission.
Some parents feel very strongly about this and from both a professional and personal
standpoint, reading cards for minors has the potential to create complications one does not
wish to encounter. Additionally, in all honestly, it is boring.If you do read for children, be
prepared to interpret a reading that is very, well… childlike. The Tarot tends to address the
complex issues inherent in adult life. Kids’ lives are ideally very uncomplicated. Their
communication between Conscious Self and Higher Self is much more fluid than that of adults,
so their reading is typically very clean. Deep revelations such as “You are going to play with
your cars and trucks” and “You have limited control over your environment” and “All of your
basic needs are met,” however, do not make for the most interesting of readings. The multiple
facets of the teenaged life are when outside influences become more prominent and readings
begin to become more complex.Never treat the Tarot as a game. It is a tool for self-
development and growth rather than a toy. The Tarot likes for those who engage it to take it
seriously. That is not to say you should be somber and morose with your client as you read.
Light-heartedness and ease is encouraged; however, this is a form of counseling, interpreting
messages from the client’s own Higher Self. Readings are a chance for the client to hear the
still, small voice inside and respond accordingly. As such, a certain degree of reverence should
be cultivated within the comfort of a reading.
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Broomriders, “Excellent Book to Learn From & Reference To!!!. AWESOME BOOK,
KATRINA !!!  KATRINA'S the REAL DEAL; BUY IT, STUDY IT & USE IT !!!!!  Broomriders; Ø>Ýù”

Vicky R., “This is a wonderful book for both beginner and advanced readers. This is a
wonderful book for both beginner and advanced readers. I have been reading Tarot for 37
years, and found very helpful information in this book. When you read Tarot cards, you are
always learning, no matter how much experience you have.  I highly recommend this book.”

samnjacksmom, “Extremely valuable instruction on a wonderful subject!. Highly
recommended. As a newcomer to the tarot, I found this book incredibly helpful. It is written in
a way that makes total sense and allowed me to become a self-taught tarot reader, producing
helpful readings for myself and others. It is always impressive when a book allows a complete
newbie to develop a valuable skill.  Katrina Rasbold's writing does just that.”

cowa, “Great book on Tarot reading!. This is a great book for the beginner in Tarot readings. I
have been interested in the subject of Tarot reading, and since I have read Katrina's writings
for years, I knew this would be the book for me. In her usual insightful way, she explains so
much about the spiritual side of reading Tarot cards. I am a Christian who has learned that the
older I get, the less I really know, and especially when it comes to the many ways God can
work through people. Tarot cards are great for helping a person to focus on using their intuition
and knowledge to make sense of what is going on in their lives. I found nothing that was
offensive to a Christian believer in how Tarot cards work. I find this fact important because God
gave us many ways to understand the physical and spiritual world in order for us to become
better people. Nothing ominous in that! The book is very easy to read, the cards are all
explained, interpretations given, and suggestions for what to look for in a deck of cards where
there are hundreds from which to choose! Katrina even covers ethics in depth...very important



to understand when using such a powerful tool. Some spiritual people use a rosary, some light
candles, and some use Tarot cards for clarification and understanding of the world around
them.  This is a good choice for an easy to understand book on Tarot card reading.”

Tammy Crumb, “Tarot For People a great read!!!. Katrina write as she lives her life, with
warmth, laughter and an intelligence that can't be denied. Tarot for Real People reads with
simple, yet profound ideas on Tarot and life in general. To follow her instruction is to be lead
through a deck of self-awareness, awareness of those around us and the world as a whole. I
love this book!!”

peter morris hanley, “Brilliant. This is quite simply the best book I have ever read on the tarot. It
is full of great tips and really useful information.”

Mário Portela, “It's a very interesting book on the subject thought it .... It's a very interesting
book on the subject thought it tends to be more of the usual texts except for the first hundred
pages.”

The book by Katrina Rasbold has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 14 people have provided feedback.
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